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Whole School Geography Vocabulary Spine 

Geography Autumn Spring Summer 

Acorn 
Year A 

 
 
 
 

Place 
Quiet 
Busy 
Calm 
Noisy 
Country 
Home 
Map 
Flag 
Island 
Left/ Right 
Forward 
Seaside 
Coast 
Forward 
Backwards 
Infront 
Behind 
Bridge  
River 

Backwards 
Move  
Direction 
Route 
Local 
Street  
Path  
Road 
Zebra Crossing 
Hill 
Mountain 
Countryside 
Deserts 
Forest 
Wood  
Forest 
Tunnels 
Aeroplanes 
Boats 

Acorn 
Year B 

Willow 
Year A 

Climate  
Climate zone 

Season 
Temperate 

Mediterranean 
Desert 

Rainforest 
Artic 

Comparison: England and China 
China  

Landmarks 
Culture 

Population 
Physical features 

Climate 

The UK 
United Kingdom 

Capital City 
Population 

Country 
Coordinates 

Key 
 
 

Willow 
Year B 

Our Local Area: Holcombe 
Compass 

Road maps 
Key 

Traffic survey 
Physical features 

Landmark 
 

 

The World: Continents and 
Oceans 
Equator 

Polar regions 
Continent 

Ocean 
Sea 

Europe 
 

Weather 
Hemisphere 

Seasons 
Weather 

Temperature 
Observations 

Forecast 
 

Beech 
Year A 

Region of the UK: Wiltshire 
Settlement 

Arable Land  
Landscape 

Region 
Tourist  

Economic 
Agriculture 
Inhabitants 

 

Land and Settlement use (Egypt)  
Tourism  

Manufacturing  
Population 
Fertile Soil 

Natural Resource 
Economic 

Land Settlement 
Environment 

 

Local Geography and fieldwork 
Human Features 
Physical Features  

Compass 
Grid Reference 

Canal 
Coordinates 

OS Map 
Manufacture 

Beech 
Year B 

Earthquakes and Volcanoes  

Eruption 
Core 

Extinct/Dormant 
Magma 

Lava  
Earth’s Crust 
Richter Scale 

Tectonic Plate 

Cities and Counties in the UK 
Counties 

Cities 
Characteristics 

Region 
Population 

United Kingdom 
Great Britain 

 

Rivers, Mountains and the Water 
Cycle 

River 
Mountain 

Valley 
Source 

Tributary 
Meander 

Evaporation 
Condensation 
Precipitation 



Oak 
Year A 

Trade and Economics 

Exports 
Imports 

Trade links 
Global supply chain 

Fair Trade 
Globalisation 
Supply Chain 
Multinational 

Economy 
 

Power and Sustainability 

 Tidal power 
Nuclear power 
Wind turbines 
North Sea Grid 

Solar Farms 
Hydroelectric power 

Reservoirs 
Sustainability 

Pollution 
 

Rocks and Minerals 

Minerals 
Gems 
Rocks 
Grade 
Fossils 

Distribution 
Canyon 

North America 
 

Oak 
Year B 

Europe 
 

Continents 
Europe 
Biomes 
Trade 

Topographical maps 
Distribution maps 
Satellite images 

Aerial photos 
GIS systems 

 

Three Way Comparison: Lake 
District (England), Yosemite 
(USA), Bordeaux (France) 

 
Climate 
Region 

Land settlement 
Trade 
Import 
Export 

Physical feature 
Human features 

Culture 
 

Biomes (inc. South America 
focus)  

 
Biomes 
Latitude 

Longitude 
Time zones 

Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 

Equator 
Artic circle  

Antarctic circle 
Rainforest  

 


